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Town Department Heads
State Senator:
Rick Bennett.......................287-1505 

State Representative:
Caleb.Ness@legislature.maine.gov

Selectmen:
Richard Murray Kimberly Clarke
Tom Kingsbury Tom Klinepeter
Jim Tyrrell

Town Manager: 
(treasurer & Tax Collector)
Katie Haley..........................935-2805

Town Clerk:
Theresa Shaw.....................935-2805

Public Works Director
(Highway & Transfer Station)
Lester France.....................935-2772

Police Chief:.
Aaron Mick........................935-3323

Fire Chief:
Andrew Dufresne................935-2615

Fryeburg Rescue:
Steve Goldsmith................. 935-3024

Recreational Depart:
Rick Buzzell.........................935-3933

Code Enforcement Officer: 
Natalie A. Foret...................935-2805

Animal Control Officer:
Cindy Eaton.........................890-5313

Eastern Slope Airport:
David Cullinan.....................935-4711

Fryeburg Library:
Maryann Eastman.............935-2731

Fryeburg Business Association:
www.FindItInFryeburg.com

WANT TO ADVERTISE?
Side Bar Ad (2.5” x 1.75”) 
$25 a month   $125 for 6 
Side Bar Ad (2.5” x 4”) 

$50 a month  - $250 for 6 
(subject to space availability)

If you have something  you
would like to share please

email: Donnawbe@gmail.com 
for consideration

Deadline is the 20th 
of each month

AUTO FACTS YOU OUGHT TO KNOW By Eric Meltzer

I suspect many of us yearn for an earlier time when life seemed simpler and somewhat
more comfortable. These are the years that form our interests and personalities and as a car
guy there was never a shortage of stimulus. Back when, it seemed, a vehicle was an 
extension of a personality and television and movie characters reflected that trait. It doesn't
seem so much now. When there were only a few major networks the choices were limited.
Streaming was the subject of science fiction and video games were too crude to hold 
anyone's attention for long. 

There doesn't seem to be the same emphasis on iconic cars from the entertainment 
industry that once fueled a young imagination. Cars are used in movies and TV shows like
the appliances they've become, less defining of the character and almost completely unseen
but it wasn't always this way. I know I'm dating myself but we're going to take a stroll through
some of the star-cars of my youth, skipping most of the movies where cars were the central
theme and instead focusing on those that were extensions of the leading role. 

Back then you couldn't have a successful private investigator unless he drove a special car.
That meant a man, slightly irresponsible who lived on the edge. When my generation sees a
red Ferrari 308 GTS they think of Thomas Magnum in “Magnum, PI” - rugged, handsome,
and fast. The mid 70's brought us to Jim Rockford in “The Rockford Files” driving a gold
Pontiac Firebird Esprit. Just an average guy trying to get by with an average colored car just
on the edge of sporty. Before he played Spenser in “Spencer For Hire” driving a dark green,
slightly weathered 1966 Mustang Fastback, Robert Urich played Dan Tanna in “Vegas” 
driving a cherry red 1957 Thunderbird. You can practically predict the different personalities
from the producers' choice of cars.  

Likely the best known is James Bond. 007 who drove many different cars throughout the
movie series but it all started with perhaps the epitome of British class and style, the 1963
Aston Martin DB5. After several transgressions in actors and automobiles, the hokier Bonds
stooped to accepting sponsorship from AMC (American Motors Corporation for those who
don't remember) rebounding slightly to a Lotus – outfitted like a submarine. Fortunately, the
franchise has found its footing and the current Bond has settled on Aston Martin, oozing
style and sophistication. Maxwell Smart, the bumbling anti-Bond drove a Sunbeam Tiger.
Like his character, the Tiger was a confused sports car, ultimately capable but in need of
some help along the way. In the shadowy fringes was David Hasselhoff playing Michael
Knight in control of his talking 1982 Pontiac Trans Am named KITT  complete with flashing
grill lights reflective of the flashy actor. Laughable today, but it propelled Hasselhoff to vocal
stardom in Europe.

Starsky & Hutch drove the 1975 Ford Gran Torino, red with the white stripe. Not very 
discreet while undercover but perfect for the discos of the time. Marked cruisers, while not 
as individualistic still conveyed the all-business vibe. Reed and Malloy drove a Plymouth
Belvedere and later in the series, an AMC Matador black and white patrol car bearing the
show's name and radio call sign “1-Adam-12” on the roof. The disheveled Lt. Columbo drove
a somewhat run down 1959 Peugeot convertible. Like his ride, temperamental yet with an
underlying tone of thoughtful wisdom and most definitely, unique. The 1980's brought crime
fighters Crockett and Tubbs of “Miami Vice” who chased down smugglers in a Ferrari
Daytona. A Replica was used due to the real car's cost and rarity. Enzo Ferrari  became 
outraged by this and offered the producers the use of the latest Ferrari at the time, the
Testarossa to replace the fake Ferrari. The white Testarossa stepped in to carry the show's
fervor. Who else has Phil Collins stuck in their head right now? 

Then there was the “Italian Job” movie, quirky and dangerous. The original featured Austin
Minis while the remake made use of Mini Coopers. Whenever we have a row of Mini
Coopers on display on our lot an “Italian Job” reference inevitably comes up. Can you 
imagine “The Dukes of Hazzard” without the General Lee? That orange 1969 Dodge
Charger was as much a star as the actors themselves. Even cartoons like “Scooby-Doo”
had the Mystery Machine van and Fred Flinstone drove the Flinstone Mobile.  “Back to the
Future” brought the Delorean.

Now, cars are off set and out of sight. Character's personalities are defined by their technical
savvy and relationship status. 

2023 JULY CONCERTS
IN BRADLEY PARK

Tuesday, July 4th - JC & THE ACES
This powerful three piece group entertains their audience with compelling

vocal harmony, telling their stories with the foot tapping beats of R&B, blues,
and soul.    jeffchristiansenmusic.com/jc-the-aces

CAKE & ICE CREAM -compliments of The Rotary of Fryeburg

Tuesday, July 11th - ULTIMATE COUNTRY II BAND
A wide array of country, country rock, and classic rock songs you will 

want to come listen and enjoy their sound as they offer up a great 
evening of entertainment!   www.facebook.com/ultimatecountryll/

Tuesday, July 18th - Al HOSPERS & the VALLEY HORNS
Get ready for a great blend of pop and funk that will make you want to move

your feet and clap your hands. Their eclectic mix of both cover tunes and
originals will keep you totally entertained and wanting for more!   

www.alhospers.com

SMOKEHOUSE BOYS
We close the season with our hometown boys with their wide vari-
ety of styles from modern rock, country, blues, and even reggae.
Their diverse set list and strong harmonies will have you on your

feet and dancing!
www.facebook.com/smokehouseboys/

FREE
CONCERTS

from
7PM - 8:30

(rain or shine)
Rain Location:
Fire Station

Thank You
MULFORD FUND 
“Our Sponsor”

Bring your lawn
chairs, picnics,
friends & family!

Thank You
Town of 
Fryeburg 

“Our Support”
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“A Western Maine Destination”
590 Stow Rd, Route 113 • Stow, ME

Take a scenic ride in the country.
Enjoy a great home cooked meal, snack or
simply stop for an ice cream and relaxation!

Open 
for Breakfast, lunch, and dinner
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Air Conditioning • Hot Water • Hot Air
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

95 Smith St, Fryeburg, ME 04037
Shop: 207-935-2703
Cell: 207-256-0030

Oil Burner Service
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Serving Dinner in our Dining Room and at JONATHAN’S

Wednesday Monday, 5:30 9pm, Closed Tuesdays

935 3442 or 800 261 7206
548 Main St., Fryeburg, ME 04037
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A Country Inn & Gourmet Restaurant
Serving dinner 

Tuesday-Sunday from 5:30-9pm
935-3442 or 800-261-7206

548 Main St., Fryeburg, ME 04037
www.oxfordhouseinn.com
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Tues-Thurs 5-8:30pm and Fri/Sat 5-9pm 

Emily Kubichko, Fryeburg Resident
Licensed Realtor in ME & NH

Emily@PinkhamRealEstate.com
C: 603-662-4455  O: 603-356-5425

2558 White Mountain Hwy
North Conway NH 03860

Curt’s Car Care
Curtis Smith

414 West Fryeburg Rd, Fryeburg, ME 

-Servicing all makes and models
electrical & mechanical repairs-

207-890-5446
curtscarcare@hotmail.com

376 Main Street
P.O. Box 290

Fryeburg, ME 04037

207-935-2061
www.hastings-law.com

Fryeburg Public Library by Maryann Eastman - 207-935-2731

R.T.D. Excavation

Richard • 207-890-3721 • Fryeburg

• Septics
• Driveways
• Foundations
• Skid Steer Work
• Camp Road Grading

• Shore land 
zone certified

• Stone, loam, 
gravel, etc

• Lot Clearing

Eastern Slope Regional Airport by Eric Meltzer
It's summer camp season and we see an uptick in the volume of traffic at the airport
from campers arriving and departing by general aviation aircraft. Adults also fly in
often for parent's weekends. This is just another way your regional airport helps 
support the local economy and makes it possible to close the gap between our 
outdoor recreational opportunities and those who need to travel to access them. We
also frequently have kids here participating in aviation summer camps that introduce
participants to the opportunities in aviation while emphasizing STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Math) concepts.   

Aviation Day is scheduled for Aug 26, 2023. It's early so there's plenty of time to
plan to participate. Last year was very well attended and this year should be just as
popular. The Eastern Slope Aviation Academy with a focus on STEM aviation and
hands-on aviation opportunities will host their open house with activities like flight
simulator demonstrations and scenic flights. There will be food trucks, fly-ins from
planes of all kinds, vintage cars, and a silent auction with a variety of items from in
and outside the aviation sector. More details to come, we hope to see you there.

Bertglass Benefits - Bert Weiss

62 Province Brook Rd, Chatham, NH 03813
603-986-5650

bert@bertglassbenefits.com
Helping you with the complexities of healthcare.
Specializing in Medicare Insurance, Health 
Insurance, Employee Benefits, Employer Self 
Insurance, Life Insurance, Long Term Care,

Income Planning and  Final Expense

Fryeburg Town Managers Report  - by Katie Haley 
This year’s Summer Reading  Program theme is “All
Together Now”, focusing on co-operative and 
collaborative events. 
• June 2 at 4pm, CS Parker will be reading his poetry 

and selling his published works. 
• June 14 Book Group meets at 10am on to discuss The 

People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks. 
(Other events to be announced once finalized)

Got a topic or hobby to share? Contact the Library. We
welcome varied and new programming/events -  Art
classes, history talks, how to’s, stories of yesteryear… 

Bring us your books for the book sale!!  We have 
cleared some space and are happy to take your books now. 

On-Going Events:
• Story time:  every Sat at 10am, ages 3 to 5, but older siblings are welcome
• Anime Club every Fri 3:30 to 4:30pm in Weston Room,Walking Group 
• Jaunt around town every Wed at 9am. Meet on front steps/lobby 
• Puzzle Club: Meets 1st Wed of each month. Anyone can work on current puzzle 

any day the library is open, set up in Mulford Room
• Crochet Club meets 10am on 2nd and 4th Sat of the month in Weston Room
• Book Group meets on 2nd Wed of each month in Weston Room.
• Adult Education: Fri from 8 am to 3 pm 

Fryeburg Public Library, 515 Main Street, Fryeburg, ME 04037
Phone: 207-935-2731 
Hours: Mon, Wed, Thur 9am to 4pm, Tues, Fri: Noon to 6pm, Sat: 9am to Noon

“More Then Just A Picture” by Joe Shaw 

"Cold River 
in Stow, Maine.

Cold River 
is 16.2 miles long.   
Photographed in 
black and white 

with a 
Nikon D7500 and a 

Nikon 24-70mm f/2.8 lens."

FUNDRAISER TO HELP LOCAL WOMAN
“Take  A Chance” Silent Auction with a Good Ole Fashion Supper 
is being planned for Sheila Tibbets to help with living expenses
and multiple trips to Boston. Sheila suffered a massive heart attack
and had open heart surgery. She has congestive heart failure, had
three surgeries last year, and is now waiting for a new heart at
Mass General Hospital. She has a long road ahead of her and
appreciates any help you can provide.
The event is scheduled for June 10th at St Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Fryeburg.
Monetary donations can be sent to: Sheila Tibbetts c/o De Tait, P.O. Box 324,
Brownfield, ME 04010. Please contact Deb Tait at 207-890-3550 or Jenn Leach at
603-387-2720 with any questions.
Sheila has helped with many fundraisers and this is a great chance for the 
community to give back to Sheila and help her through her long road to recovery.

Save up to $360 a year on your internet service with ACP!

Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) is a benefit program designed to connect
households and families struggling to afford internet services. Eligible 
households receive up to $30 off their internet services every month. Oxford
County residents should call Community Concepts at 207-795-4065 EXT 2094 to
speak with Julie or email ACP@community-concepts.org.

Visit their website at ccimaine.org to learn more. You may be qualified to receive
Veterans Pension, SSI, Survivors Benefit, Free or reduced lunch, Snap, Federal
Housing Assistance, or Medicaid.

Town elections will take place on June 6th at the David & Doris Hastings
Community Center from 8AM to 8PM.  There are two Selectperson seats open
and we are fortunate to have four people running for these two seats. Please get
out and vote!

The open Town Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 8th at the Fryeburg
Fairgrounds starting at 6PM to 8PM.  Town reports are available at the Town
Office for pick up and are also on the Town’s website.  The Town meeting 
warrant along with notes describing each warrant article are contained within the
Town report; please reach out if you have any questions about the town meeting
warrant articles. 

Beginning in June, the Transfer Station will no longer be open on Sundays. The
Transfer Station will be open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday from
6:30-4:00.  This was a tough decision to make but seems to be route that many
Towns are going.  Businesses of all kinds have had to adapt by changing hours
and days open in order to save costs, retain/attract employees, and follow 
industry trends; the Town is no different.  I thank you all in advance for your
understanding and your continued respectful treatment of the hardworking
Transfer Station attendants. 

I have had numerous volunteers reach out about helping with beautification
efforts in Fryeburg and their work has been amazing.  Thank you to all the great
volunteers for their hard work and efforts.

Please reach out with any questions or comments that you might have. 

Community Concepts by Ashley Lawrence 



Poland Spring®  
100% Natural Spring Water

from carefully selected springs in Maine

www.PolandSpring.com
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Land Surveying • Site Evaluation

Land Use Planning

E. Jonathan Bliss PO Box 113
PLS# 1299 Lovell, ME 04051
LSE# 225 blissinc@fairpoint.net

"

BLACKTOP"
SEAL COATING"

Sealcoating* Rubberized Crackfilling • Line Striping • Lawn Mowing"
Property Maintenance • Snow Plowing and sanding"

207-925-8022"
Residential Commercial • Free Estimates • Fully Licensed & Insured"

Residential - Commercial 
Generators - Solar

218 Lovell Rd (Rte 5),  Fryeburg, 04037

Office/Fax (207) 256-3048  
Generators (207) 256-3239

Nicole Fitzgerald
REALTOR®
C. 781.308.3188
O. 603.447.2117
Nicole@TheCBLife.com
TheCBLife.com
“Nicole knows...Real Estate”

Each o�ce independently owned & operated

mcnsy@roadrunner.com
www.mcsherrysnurseries.com

2599 E Main St
Center Conway
603-447-5442
open daily 8-5 “Reop

ening

April 1
”

D’s Pizza, Pasta, & Subs
113 Bridgton Rd, 

Route 302
Fryeburg, ME

207.935.4447
www.dspizza.com 

Closed Mondays & Tuesdays

Complete Automotive Sales & Services
26 Portland Street • Fryeburg, ME 04037

Call or text: 207-321-1148
Phone or fax: 207-256-8102
fryeburgmotors@gmail.com
www.fryeburgmotors.com

Lake Region & Fryeburg Area Adult Education by Michelle Gayne
Thinking of going to college or maybe back to college to
finish what you started? Let Lake Region & Fryeburg Area
Adult Education help you get prepared! Working with our
program will allow you to:

● Get brushed up on math, reading, & writing skills
● Take our College Success course and receive academic 

credit for it at area community colleges
● Receive financial aid info/advice and assistance with 

filing FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Financial Aid)
● Take career exploration assessments
These services are free and take place in a comfortable and quiet environment in
either Naples or Fryeburg. Call today! It’s never too late to reinvent yourself!

1881 Roosevelt Trail, 
Naples, ME 04055

Main Office: 207-627-4291
Direct Line: 207-647-5135

Fax #: 207-693-3003
PREMIUM AGGREGATES
BURKE PAK - 3/4 LEDGE PAK

SCREENED LOAM
WASHED CRUSHED STONE

STUMP GRINDINGS
EROSION CONTROL MIX

WE DELIVER

603-356-5432
www.burkequarry.com
M-F 6:30am - 4:00pm
Sat 6:30am - 12:00pm

50 West Main Street, Denmark, Maine
info@denmarkarts.org  
www.denmarkarts.org

207-452-2412

FRYEBURG RESCUE by Eric Meltzer
It’s the season for hiking, biking, and taking in all that nature has to offer and with it
comes exposure to insects, some that carry pretty nasty disease, like ticks. Ticks
are commonly found in grassy, brush, or wooded areas, or on animals.  According
to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), vector-borne diseases, transmitted by
ticks, mosquitoes, and fleas, tripled between 2004 and 2016 with the vast majority
caused by ticks. Seven new tick-caused illnesses were discovered as well. One of
the most common is Lyme disease, which can severely impact joints, heart, and
nervous systems. 95% of all confirmed Lyme disease cases in 2015 stemmed from
just 14 states including CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, and VT. Signs of tick-borne illness
include rash, fever, chills, aches and pains, headache, fatigue, and muscle aches.
A bull's-eye rash is a common indicator of Lyme disease. A simple antibiotic, 
doxycycline, can be used to combat many tick-borne diseases if recognized and
treated early. Preventing tick bites can be as simple as tucking pants into socks
and shirts into pants. Wearing light colored clothing makes it easier to spot ticks.
The CDC also recommends treating clothes with insect repellents. For a natural
deterrent my daughter, Rachel, is having good results using cedar oil while hiking
the Appalachian Trail, this season. 

Shower shortly after coming back indoors and tumble dry your clothes on high heat
for 10 minutes to kill ticks. Tick’s saliva has anesthetic properties, so you may not
even realize you’ve been bitten. Check yourself, kids, and pets for ticks regularly.
Ticks often attach themselves to warm areas such as the knees, behind the ears,
groin, armpits and hairline so pay close attention to these areas. Ticks need to be
embedded between 2 hours and 96 hours to transmit disease so the quicker they
can be removed the better the chances of avoiding illness.If you find an embedded
tick, use fine-tipped tweezers to grasp it by the head as close to the skin as 
possible. Gently pull the tick upward, making sure not to twist or squeeze it.
Dedicated tick removal tools are available for those who choose.  After removing
the tick, thoroughly clean the area with rubbing alcohol or soap and water. 

YOUR FOUR SEASON
FARM STAND & GIFT SHOP

48 River St, Fryeburg • 935-2567

The Gibson Center in N. Conway is eager to have you join us for Special Events.  

• Thurs, June 1st, PLANT SWAP.  Bring your extra plants to swap
• Tues, June 6th:  WORLD DOLL DAY: Doll dresser/maker, Jeanie Seig will make 

a presentation about the dolls we might have, how to identify them, and how to 
pass them along.  Bring your dolls to show!

• Mon, June 12th, POLLINATOR FRIENDLY YARD  Learn how you can help 
make your property more appealing and beneficial to native pollinators.  Expert 
Wendy Scribner, Natural Resources Field Specialist will share how.

• Tues, June 13th: VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION LUNCH .  
• Fri, June 16th: •FATHER'S DAY LUNCH,  a special meal and surprise!
• Mon, June 19th: Gibson Center CLOSED for the day
• Fri, June 23rd: ART FOR LUNCH with - The Della Valla Bluegrass Trio
• Tues, June 27th: BOOK CLUB, meets after lunch
• Thurs, June 29th: LONGEST DAY  Alzheimer's Association Awareness and 

fundraising. Food auction in dining room, game day, cribbage, Rumikubes,
canasta, as well as croquet, yard darts and corn hole.

• Fri, June 30th: FRAUD AWARENESS WORKSHOP  Northway Bank, Michele 
Brooker will present how fraud impacts, how to spot, avoid, and report a scam  

(The Staples techs say that seniors who have fallen for Scams, are 
nearly % of their work.  They would like us to become educated!)

THE GIBSON CENTER - by Director, Marrianne Jackson

Leura Hill Eastman Performing Arts Center - 18 Bradley Street, Fryeburg, ME 

MAINE STATE MUSIC THEATRE RETURNS on Friday, June 2, 2023, with a
musical revue, “ the Best of Broadway”.  Thanks to generous grants  MSMT and
LHE/PAC are able to collaborate a second time on this major event which will
enliven the Fryeburg cultural calendar.

The public performance at 7:00 pm will celebrate the work of some of musical 
theatre’s greatest composers and lyricists. Tickets are $35 for adults, $25 for 
seniors (65+), and $10 for students. Purchase tickets online at 
www.fryeburgacademy.org/pac, or call the box office at 207-544-9066. 

DENMARK ART CENTER by Susan Beane - FMI: www.denmarkarts.org/events 
• Sat, June 10 from 5-7pm - WILD. LIFE. Art Opening with Sharyn Paul Brusie 

Light hors d’oeuvres and drinks will be available for our gallery season opening. 
• Sun, June 11 starting 3pm - Halcyon String Quartet-Chamber Series 

A joyful and reflective musical program. Reserve Tickets
• Tues, June 13 & 20 from 5-8pm - Drawing Workshops with Ian Factor 

This is a fun, fast-paced introduction to tonal / value drawing. Materials provided.
SUMMER CAMPS ARE HERE!!!

• June 27-30 Advanced Art Camp for 11 year-olds and up

No Internet? Change is coming! If you live in Denmark, Fryeburg or Lovell, and
don’t have internet, change is around the corner. The Maine Connectivity Authority
(MCA) has awarded Spectrum a grant to build a new fiber network to deliver high
speed internet to all unserved locations in the three towns. Fiber provides the most
stable internet service available.
The remaining four towns in the coalition (Brownfield, Stoneham, Stow, and
Sweden ) will now be better positioned to win a separate MCA grant because they
have a much higher percentage of unserved locations. The coalition is still on track
to apply for funds for a new fiber network for all locations in the four towns.
Pending contract negotiations, Spectrum will use its grant and its own resources to
build a fiber-to-the-home network for the unserved locations in Denmark, Fryeburg,
and Lovell and bring existing coaxial cable service in those towns up to an 
equivalent level by the end of 2025.
Questions? Email: info@esrbroadband.org or visit: www.esrbroadband.org

HIGH SPEED INTERNET by Terry Lochhead, ESRB Communication



Lakefront Homes, Residential Properties
Building Lots & Acreage

Valerie Tripp
925-1500  Visit: KezarRealty.com

224 Main St, Lovell, ME 04051

Please Call For Delivery

We Offer....
3/4” Crushed Stone • 1-1/2” Crushed Stone
Ledge Pack Stone Dust • Bank Run Gravel

Processed Gravel • 3/4” Crushed Gravel
1-1/2” Crushed Gravel

Screened Loam • Screened Sand
3/4” Reclaimed Asphalt • Erosion Control Mix

Full Product List and Pricing At:
kandwaggregates.com

Pit Hours:  6:30am - 4:30pm
Office Hours:  8:00am - 5:00pm

Senator Rick Bennett     District 19     
Richard.Bennett@legislature.maine.gov

2 Jockey                             Cap Lane

Fryeburg’s Newest Restaurant & Lounge
Open Tues - Sat .....11am - 9pm

Find menu & entertaiment on facebook
207 256-3089

BROWNFIELD, MAINE
Explore us on ffrroossttmmoouunnttaaiinnyyuurrttss..ccoomm

A 
backcountry 
experience 

without 
having to
go too far
back!

"Carol is an amazing and dedicated 
professional. We have utilized her
services multiple times and she is sold
every property we have listed with her.
She's available to her clients day and
night and is a pleasure to work with.” 

Hines Sales in Maine and 
New Hampshire

Carol Chaffee, REALTOR®
Cell: 207.240.1641
Office: 800-450-7784
www.carolchaffee.com

“
Carol is an amazing and dedicated 
professional. We have utilized her 
services multiple times and she is 
sold every property we have listed 
with her. She's available to her 
clients day and night and is a 

pleasure to work with.

District 82 Rep Caleb Ness
caleb.ness@legislature.maine.gov

State has even more money, but Legislature is still 
not willing to return any of it, 

even though government is fully funded 

The Legislature is still in Special Session after adjourning
last month in order to prevent a Republican proposal to 
give $200 million in income tax relief targeted to taxpayers,
especially low- middle income earners most impacted by
runaway costs for everyday items needed to live in Maine.

Since my last report, the Revenue Forecasting Committee met, and again revised
projected state tax revenues up. Governor Mills released her plan to spend the
extra money, but did not include any tax relief. My Republican colleagues have
again called for tax relief, increasing their proposal to $400 million, roughly 3% of
the state budget.

Since the Governor has repeatedly said that the partisan budget passed in March
fully funded state government, I am disappointed that there is no money to help
struggling families. I am hopeful that with all the taxpayers money available, and all
essential services funded, money can be found to help the people who paid it.

On a positive note, my bill to keep our volunteer firefighters safer, by allowing them
to have larger light arrays on the personal vehicles they use when responding to
calls, is on track to become law. I appreciate the bipartisan support it has received
and the opportunity to work with both parties on legislation that benefits Maine.

One of the privileges I have as a State Representative is the ability to recognize
constituents and guests in the chamber of the House. Also, I have the chance to
invite honorary pages to serve the House. Honorary Pages are usual school -
aged children, who help serve the House for a day by passing notes between 
legislators. On May 18th, I was afforded the opportunity to welcome a group of 3rd
and 4th graders from the New Suncook School in Lovell for this purpose. It was a
pleasure to have them help during the session. I have also had constituents from
Brownfield and Fryeburg visit. It is always nice to see familiar faces!
I appreciate the opportunity to serve you in the Maine House. I love hearing your
thoughts and concerns, and appreciate your input!

Please let me know if there are bills or issues of concern to you, or if you have
questions involving state agencies. I can be reached at
Caleb.Ness@legislature.maine.gov.

Fixing Our Broken Politics

I hear from so many people who feel our political system is 
failing them.  Recently I introduced a couple of bills to the
Maine Legislature to address parts of this problem.  

The first was to require more transparency in lobbying 
disclosures. All too often legislators and the general public

learn about who is pushing a certain agenda well after that issue has been resolved.
This is because current laws regarding the disclosure of 
lobbyist activities are not sufficient. Therefore, I submitted LD 1627, a bill that adds 
reasonable reporting requirements to Maine law for members of the lobby.

Under current law, lobbyists must report only after they lobby for 8 hours in a month on
behalf of a client. A lobbyist may pick up a client, lobby for under the limit, and mem-
bers of the Legislature are never aware. I do not mean to infer members of the lobby
are disingenuous, but at times the power of the lobby exceeds that of legislators. Public
accountability is appropriate. I was pleased to get a unanimous committee support for
this bill.

Another more significant bill I introduced is LD 1590, "An Act to Require Disclosure of
Campaign Funding Sources,” an important step toward improved disclosure of political
spending. Currently, many individuals and entities who use large amounts of money to
influence our political process remain hidden from public view. This is because a person
determined to remain in the shadows can readily evade campaign finance reports by
using non-profits or other entities as intermediaries. Even where the name of the inter-
mediary is disclosed, it often reveals nothing about where the real money – and real
influence – is coming from. This bill will end that practice by requiring disclosure of the
real, original source of campaign spending. Others coming after me will address the bill
in more detail.  

For a democracy to function properly, voters require access to information that allows
them to assess candidates for public office and to hold them accountable once elected.
Our country’s Founders recognized the importance of this and wrote the First
Amendment to enable "we the people" to participate in informed debates and scrutinize
our representatives and the election process that chooses them.  

This democratic promise is threatened when wealthy special interest groups hide their
actions behind organizations and shell corporations with benign and unrevealing
names. The actual driving force behind the election spending – the person or entity with
the interest in influencing the outcome – remains hidden from view. 

Since the Citizens United ruling, the practice of using "dark money" to finance cam-
paign advertisements has increased dramatically. Candidate spending is disclosed, but
this is often just a small part of the picture. Huge independent expenditures leave ordi-
nary voters with inadequate knowledge about who is buying millions of dollars of media
to elect their favorite candidates. 

Existing laws mandate that individuals and corporations who purchase campaign ads
reveal their identities, but wealthy special interests frequently bypass these regulations
by channeling their money through intermediaries who then buy advertisements without
disclosing the true source of the funding. This can lead to a “Russian Doll” phenome-
non where each attempt to determine the true source runs into yet another vaguely
named nonprofit or shell corporation funneling the money through from another source.
The individual, organization or corporate mega donor who provided the original funds is
not revealed to the public, or is only discovered through painstaking investigation long
after the election ends. 

It is past time to end the shell game. The people have the right to know not just the  

name of a contributor on a campaign finance report, but the original source of the 
funds used to make that contribution. At the very least, anyone acting as a conduit for
exceptionally large contributions should be required to disclose the true sources of those
donations.  

Some other states are currently ahead of Maine in the effort to achieve real disclosure.
Proposition 211 passed with 72.3 percent of the vote in Arizona last year, and Alaska
has also passed a law to shine a light on dark money. An overwhelming majority of the
public – 83 percent according to credible surveys – supports meaningful disclosure and
the public’s right to know. 

Where the person or entity that is truly funding campaign advertisements is no longer
able to hide, we may also see a reduction in negative advertising. LD 1590 is a bill that
everyone should be able to get behind. 

Please feel free to write me at Richard.Bennett@legislature.maine.gov or call at 
207-287-1505.


