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Town Department Heads

State Senator:

Jim Hamper...................... 287-1505 

State Representative:

Nat Wadsworth..................838-7451

Selectmen:

Paul Naughton.................935-4273

Rick Eastman...................542-6822

Jeff Cox............................576-9352

Town Manager:

(treasurer & Tax Collector)

Sharon Jackson................935-2805

Town Clerk:

Theresa Shaw...................935-2805

Public Works Director

(Highway & Transfer Station)
Dan Nowell.....................935-2805

Police Chief:
Josh Potvin.......................935-3323

Fire Chief:

Richard "Ozzie" Sheaff.....935-2615

Fryeburg Rescue:

Steve Goldsmith............... 935-3024

Recreational Depart:

Rick Buzzell......................935-3933

Code Enforcement Officer: 

Katie Haley........................935-2805

Animal Control Officer:

Kathleen Hathaway..........935-3197

Eastern Slope Airport:

David Cullinan..................935-4440

Fryeburg Library:

Donnette Barnes.............935-2731

COMMENTS , IDEAS & 
SUGGESTIONS

Email to:
donnawbe@gmail.com

Mail to: Newsletter 
13 West Fryeburg Road, 

Fryeburg, ME 04037 
207 441-8170

WANT TO ADVERTISE &
HELP SUPPORT THE

NEWSLETTER?

Side Bar Ad (2.5”x 1.75”) 
$25 a month   $125 for 6 
Side Bar Ad (2.5” x 4”) 

$50 a month  - $250 for 6 
(subject to space availability)

Full page inserts $100                     

February is Children’s Dental Health Month!

Here are some facts from the Children’s Dental Health Project;

• Tooth decay is the #1 chronic childhood bacterial infection!  
5 times more common than asthma! 

• Almost half of all 5 year olds have tooth decay in the U.S.
• A child with cavities is 3X more likely to have cavities in their permanent teeth.
• Untreated tooth decay can lead to infections in young teeth and in our body.

Baby teeth are very important to keep healthy. These primary teeth hold the position for our permanent teeth and help
shape our face. As children, we get 20 primary teeth, starting with our front teeth which erupt between 6 and 14 months.
Primary molars are not replaced by our permanent teeth until we are 10-12 years old. We get 32 permanent teeth all
together, that includes our 3rd molars often called wisdom teeth in our late teens or after.

Tooth decay is caused by bacteria in the mouth. Cavity causing bacteria is contagious, passed on to
others by sharing drinks, foods and putting items in our mouth like pacifiers that then go into an infant’s
mouth. When we snack - acid activity continues to break down our teeth, and over a short period of
time! It is best to reduce the frequency of snacking or sipping, also called grazing. Drinking water
between meals and during the night will help reduce cavities and in turn help to keep us healthier!

The good news is that tooth decay can be prevented! 
We can help ourselves by removing plaque from our teeth and gums twice a day. It is recommended to begin cleaning an
infant’s gums with a soft, moist washcloth. When teeth erupt use a soft tooth brush 2 times a day. When teeth begin to
touch each other, floss once a day. Brushing twice a day and flossing once a day should continue throughout our lives.
And just as important, have regular Oral Inspections to prevent diseases. The first routine preventive dental hygiene visit
should start within 6 months after an infant’s first tooth begins to show or by their first birthday and throughout their life. 

Other helpful items for better oral health are sealants; a material put in the deep grooves of teeth to
make it easier to keep clean which prevents disease. Calcium and Fluoride are minerals that help
strengthen teeth and can be found in many oral health products. Mouth guards help prevent or 
minimize injuries to the face, lips, teeth and tongue from sports traumas. 

Regular dental hygiene visits, early disease intervention, and good hygiene and eating habits will help
keep young mouths and bodies healthy for life and is a smart investment!

If your battery sounds weak chances are good it won't survive the winter. Now is a good time
to consider replacement. Someone handy with basic tools can take care of it in short order,
otherwise, visit your local repair shop or favorite mechanic for help. The alternative is a jump
start at an inconvenient time with a new battery to follow.

Even on the coldest winter days your engine needs to be cooled. Coolant, also known as
anti- freeze, is this same fluid that supplies heat to the interior as it circulates via the water
pump, past the thermostat, and through the heater core. Anti-Freeze has a sweet smell so if
you're smelling something sweet, particularly while the heater is on, get your cooling system
checked out. Make sure your coolant level is sufficient and that you use the correct fluid
required for your vehicle If the level is very low, have your mechanic check it out to see where
it went. One last note; anti-freeze is toxic to pets and people when ingested. The smell can
attract some pets so keep containers sealed take caution around spills or leaks.

If oil is the life blood of your engine, then gasoline is the food. Many of us
are guilty of running the tank low by choice or by necessity but when the
weather turns ugly it's particularly important to have enough gas. Slow,
slippery driving as well as cold ambient temperatures causes your engine
to consume more gas than average and no one wants to run out and be
left in the cold. That quarter of a tank may be enough to last you the rest
of the week in the summer but in the winter it might be just enough to get
you stranded. Pay attention to your gas gauge.

Check your car's lights periodically. Most bulbs are an inexpensive and simple fix. Many
owner's manuals even tell you how to do it. Headlights can be a bit more involved. Turning
the wrong screw may result in a maladjusted headlight. Ever wonder why some headlights
look like they're searching for aircraft rather than illuminating the road? Newer vehicles are
being manufactured with LED (Light Emitting Diode) lighting which is a major improvement in
efficiency and longevity but if you have an older car, conventional bulbs are still common. 

The old saying “where the rubber meets the road” was never so
meaningful as in winter. Your tires are the primary component keeping
you headed in the right direction and in control. Check your tire pres-
sure regularly and use the manufacturer's recommendation for optimal
efficiency and traction. The correct pressure can be found in various
places, depending on the vehicle, such as on a tag inside the driver's
door jam or in the owner's manual. The maximum tire pressure is
embossed on the tires sidewall and that rating should never be exceeded. Some vehicles
have a TPS or Tire Pressure System built into the cars computer. This will alert you to a low
pressure condition. Again, don't ignore what your car is telling you!

Windshield wipers can mean the difference between a clear view
and a blurry one. Windshield wipers are affected by 
weather, ultra violet rays from sunlight, temperature, and road
grime and debris. All these factors cause wipers to degrade over
time. Generally, they wear gradually and become ineffective.
Replacements are readily available and many times require no
tools to install. The difference between new wipers and old ones

can be dramatic, especially at night. If the view out your windshield isn't clear, your windshield
wipers may be the issue.

Some people are more comfortable than others poking around under the hood and 
performing auto repairs. When in doubt, seek professional help, at least for your car. Your
favorite mechanic or automotive technician can run through this list in short order. Many
shops offer pre-winter checks for your car or they can take care of it at your next oil change
for little if any additional cost. Just like your health, most small mechanical problems will lead
to bigger ones when ignored. With a little effort you can be prepared and save yourself some
money and hassles down the road.

WINTER AUTO FACTS YOU OUGHT TO KNOW By Eric Meltzer



AA CCoouunnttrryy IInnnn && GGoouurrmmeett RReessttaauurraanntt 
Serving Dinner in our Dining Room and at JONATHAN’S

Wednesday Monday, 5:30 9pm, Closed Tuesdays

935 3442 or 800 261 7206
548 Main St., Fryeburg, ME 04037

www.oxfordhouseinn.com

Innovative Cuisine with Spectacular Mountain Views! 

A Country Inn & Gourmet Restaurant
Serving dinner 

Tuesday-Sunday from 5:30-9pm
935-3442 or 800-261-7206

548 Main St., Fryeburg, ME 04037
www.oxfordhouseinn.com
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Harvest Hill Animal Shelter 
207-935-4358 • FAX 207-935-7058

Fryeburg Town Office by Town Manger, Sharon Jackson

I’d like to welcome Dan Nowell who has been hired to be the Town’s new Public
Works Director.  Dan has over 25 years working in public works 
departments in the towns of Bridgton, Sebago and Paris, as well as the PWD in
Sebago and Paris.  

Monday February 16th is President’s Day and all town departments will be
closed.

A late fee of $25 will now be added to the cost to license your dog for 2015.
The $25 fee cannot be waived. The Animal Control Officer will be contacting the
owners of all dogs that have not been licensed yet.  Please bring your rabies
certificate and verification showing your dog has been spayed or neutered when
you come to the Town Office.

I would like to remind anyone who hasn’t paid their 2013 property taxes that
automatic foreclosure will be effective February 13, 2015.  Foreclosure notices
were mailed January 7th to mortgage holders and property owners.

The next Selectmen’s meetings are scheduled for February 5th and 19th; March
12th and 26th at the Town Office meeting room.

The Comprehensive Plan Committee has completed the draft of the
Comprehensive Plan that can be found on the Town website at 
fryeburgmaine.org under the Committee page on the left side of the main page.
You can view or print the draft for “Chapters 1-9”; ‘Goals, Policies & Strategies
& Future Land Use Plan” and “Maps”.  You can also ask for a hard copy at the
town office.  There will be public hearings at 6 PM at the American Legion 
building on Bradley Street on Wednesday March 11th and Wednesday April
15th.  The updated Comprehensive Plan will be voted on Tuesday June 9th by
written ballot.

The annual town meeting has been scheduled for Thursday June 11th at 6 PM
at the Performing Arts Center at Fryeburg Academy.

If you have any questions or concerns, please call me at the Town Office or
stop in to talk with me.  
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WHAT IS A SCHOOL BOARD – Conclusion

I have explained, hopefully in relatively few words, what comprises a school
board and what are some of the duties or expectations of its members. A few
suggestions that are worthy for members to think about and the public to know
about. Believe there are many possible solutions to difficult problems and
encourage people to ask questions at board meetings. Be clear about your 
educational philosophy and believe the board can make a positive difference in
the district. Set realistic and challenging goals and do not be afraid to state your
opinion based on reality and reasonable facts. This elected position is important
and should be taken and executed seriously, thoughtfully and definitely with
good humor.

The board meets monthly, the second Wednesday of each month and many of
the committee meetings are held before the board meets. All meetings are open
to the public and usually members of the public do not attend unless they are
unhappy with a policy, have a gripe or a particular issue they want to discuss.
Plan to make at least one meeting to just listen and learn how the process
works. It lets board members know that you care and want to know what is
being educationally decided for your children. The board constantly works to do
what is right for the school system and how novel it would be if occasionally the
public thanked them for their efforts!

February is a good month to end my thoughts on school boards as town 
meetings take place from March through June and that’s when citizens from our
seven towns have the opportunity to make the choice to run for a vacant position
on their district school board. In the best of worlds there should be several 
applicants running for each vacant spot; however, this is not a perfect world but I
am sure there are intelligent, able and breathing bodies  from each town who
are willing to put service above self and serve his/her community in its most
important job – shaping and overseeing the education of our young people.

Go for it, Enjoy and Good Luck

FRYEBURG AREA ADULT EDUCATION

Did you know there are adult education classes and services right here in the
Fryeburg area? 

FREE Adult Education Services:  
- Meet one-on-one with a tutor in Brownfield, Denmark, Fryeburg, or Lovell  
- Obtain your High School Diploma by preparing for and taking the HiSET exam
- Apply to College and start taking classes with the support of a college advisor
- Explore your talents, skills, and employment options with a Career advisor

Enrichment Classes:
New Suncook School, Lovell

Building Great Stories Starts February 24, for 6 weeks, 6:00-7:30 pm,   
How Money Works Starts March 10, 6:00-7:30 pm
Full Body Workout Starts March 28, for 6 weeks, 9:00-10:00 am

Molly Ockett Middle School
Forgiveness Class Starts March 4, for 3 weeks, 6:00-7:30 pm, 
Pet First Aid & CPR Starts March 14, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm, 
First Aid Starts March 16, 5:30-8:00 pm
CPR Starts March 23, 5:00-8:00 pm

For more info or to register, please call 207-627-4291 or 1-888-825-4291
Or register online at www.crookedriver.maineadulted.org

The jump will take place on Saturday, February 14, 2015.
Please make sure that your contributors know if you are jumping or just collecting

money to help the animals.
Collection of donations and enrollment of jumpers 

will be held from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm. The jump will start at 1:00 pm.
Location of Jump will be at the Highland Lake in Bridgton and ll are welcome!

Registration is available right up until the day of jump and fee is $50
Take th e plunge or pledge to help support the animals....



285 Main St.
Fryeburg, ME

207-642-3693

Classes For All Levels
Mention this ad when signing up for a class

and receive a free gift!

www.TellingTailsTraining.com
������������
�������������������	������

FRYEBURG RESCUE by Eric Meltzer��������������������� ������������
��������������������
������������������
����������������

���������	��������������
�����������


�����
�������
�����
�����������	

������������������������

		�������������������� 		������

		�������

����
������������	������
������

	������� ���������

��������������������������
��������
�������

��������
�������������������������������������	����

����	��������
�	����
�������	������

����!"#�� ���#"��#
�"'��$"����������


�������
���	�����
��������!%�&������"� ��!#������!�
��	����
��������	������������	�����	��

����	��������

�	�����������������������	������������
�����������������
��	��

���������� ��
	��������������
#�"�������!����
��������������� �������������

����������������
����
���������������

��	�������������

�%,%-�.,��-�
�����%(��-�%(��+/!�.+#����
�""%�!��*!(��$.+, �/,�"+)'��"+)'�����

)+���&&�.,��-�������	��	��

������1����������������0
Frostbite occurs when skin is exposed to very cold temperatures. Extremities
like fingers, toes, and facial features are most likely to be affected. Signs of
frostbite are very pale or red skin that feels very cold and may have a hard or
waxy appearance. Symptoms are a prickling feeling or numbness. Severe or
deep frostbite may also cause blistering and pain. You can treat very mild 
frostbite, sometimes called frostnip, with first-aid measures, however severe
frostbite requires medical attention. Protect your skin from further exposure. If
you're outside, warm frostbitten hands by tucking them into your armpits. Protect
your face, nose or ears by covering the area with dry, gloved hands. Don't rub
the affected area and never rub snow on frostbitten skin. Get out of the cold and
remove any wet clothing. Gently rewarm frostbitten areas.Don't rewarm 
frostbitten skin with direct heat, such as a stove, heat lamp, fireplace or heating
pad. This can cause burns. As skin thaws, it will turn red and tingling and burn-
ing will be felt as it warms indicating normal blood flow is returning. But seek
emergency medical attention if the numbness or pain remains during warming or
if blisters develop. In extreme cases hypothermia can develop. Signs and 
symptoms of hypothermia include intense shivering, slurred speech, drowsiness
and loss of coordination. Never hesitate to call for help. Utilize emergency 
dispatch by calling 911. We have the resources to get to you regardless of your
location and can provide emergency care and treatment. 

2014 was another busy year for Fryeburg Rescue as our record call volume 
indicates. We handled a total of 814 calls including 787 emergency responses
with 504 patients transported to the hospital. This does not include patients
transported to meet life flight, patient refusals, cancelled calls or standbys. With
our continuously increasing call volume as a backdrop, our building expansion
project is moving forward and we have been fortunate to have received some
very generous contributions towards this goal. As always, we thank the 
community for your continued support and we look forward to a safe, healthy, a
and very happy 2015.

PROJECT GRADUATION IS IN FULL SWING AND NEEDS YOUR HELP

There will be a MAGIC SHOW at the Leura Hill Eastman Performing Arts
Center at Fryeburg Academy on Feb 5th at 7PM to benefit Project Graduation
Class of 2015. Tickets are $12 and are available for purchase at the Fryeburg
Academy Advancement & Alumni Office & at Punkin Valley Restaurant in
Bridgton from 9 am to 10 pm; as well as at the door. For further information
about this show, contact Bob Grace at 207-595-1321.    

PLEASE DONATE:
Saturday, March 28th, Project Graduation will host its ANNUAL SILENT 
AUCTION at Fryeburg Academy's Wadsworth Arena.  This will be the 25th
annual auction, which always draws a big crowd!  We are asking families, 
community members and local businesses for donations of merchandise, gift
certificates, services or other items that would help to make a successful 
auction event.  Goods like homemade crafts, jewelry, baked goods, paintings,
photography, gift certificates, event tickets, and services are wonderful.  In the
past we have had service items such as snow removal, cooking, wood 
stacking, water ski lessons, and much more.  We have received many large
items in the past like canoes, kayaks, airline tickets, hotel accommodations and
vacation rentals. All donations are tax deductible.

Consider donating any item from your home in virtually new condition - regifting
is encouraged! Many thanks in advance and Good Luck at this years auction!

Please contact Jen @  609-558-1844 for pick up of your donation.
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Happy February everyone. We are looking forward to some warmer weather, but
at least while the cold exists we can offer our patrons some great “reading by
the fire or in your favorite chair” opportunities. Stop by next time you are in town
and see what we have for books, movies, or audios that might be of interest to
you. If you do not have a library card, Betsy or myself will be happy to assist you
in getting one.

This month Peg and the other AARP tax volunteers will be here helping people
file their incomes taxes. If you have low to moderate income and file taxes, call
the library at 207-935-2731 to make an appointment for Free Tax Preparation
Help. Peg and the gang will e-file your taxes to the IRS and the State of Maine
while you are here for your appointment. They will be here every Tuesday from
9:00am-1:00pm starting on February 3rd. Call the library for more information or
to set-up an appointment.

February is “Take Your Child to the Library” month. The Fryeburg Public Library
will be celebrating this event on Saturday, February 14th with refreshments and
valentine crafts for children who come to the library that day from 9:00am-
12:00pm. We will have free giveaways for all children, as well.

Cheryl Opolski from the “Friends of the Fryeburg Public Library” group will 
present a Winter Story time and Snowman Craft here at the library on Saturday,
February 21st at 10:00 am. Cheryl recently moved to Fryeburg and is a retired
Children’s Librarian, so we are sure she knows how to create a fun filled day at
the library.

The Writer’s Group that meets at the library on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of
each month is looking for new members to join them. If you have been writing
for years or just begun, the ladies would love to meet you and listen to you read
your stories. They are a fun group. Our Book Discussion Group is always 
looking for new members, as well. Our one lone gentleman would love to have
other men in the group, not that he doesn’t love being in a roomful of women.
We meet the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 10:00am in the Weston Room
at the library. The book for February 11th is “Broken Harbor” by Tana French.
Please call or stop by for further information.

There is a new Cards/Games Group which has begun meeting at the library
every other Tuesday. They are here from 10:00am to 1:00pm or later. They bring
games, have coffee and snacks, bring their lunch and play games. If you would
like to join them, please call Sheila Tibbetts at 935-4132 or stop by the library on
February 3rd or 17th at 10:00am and join them.

Valerie Cole from SeniorsPlus has been coming to the library every month to
assist people with questions concerning available programs or healthy living for
seniors. She comes with a wealth of knowledge and will be available here by
appointment on Monday, February 23rd. Please call SeniorsPlus at 
1-800-427-1241 to make an appointment.

Library Hours are Monday-Wednesday 9:00am-4:00pm, Thursday 9:00am-
1:00pm; 1:30pm-4:00pm, closed Fridays, Saturday 9:00am-12:00pm. Our 
telephone number is 935-2731, fax number is 935-7217. We have two public
computers and offer copying and faxing services. Visit our website at 
fryeburgmaine.org/towndepartments. 

We hope your new year has been good for you thus far and are wishing the best
in 2015. We look forward to sharing time and being of service to you here at the
library. We hope to see you at the library soon.

Fryeburg Library by Librarian, Donnette Barnes



�����������)�����������
����*���������

���������
�����������
����������������

��%#"���"&(#$&������������	�������	��
��
���	����"��&$��&���#'�  ����������

�������������
��%#"(�"&(#$&��
�#&!�� ��#!

�	��
��

����		�����������

���������������

�������������������������������������������������

���������������
���������

����������	

����	�������
����
�������
��
����

������������
���
�������
�
������	�

����������	�����
�����������

��	������

�������������������������������

������
������
��	�������
�����
���������	�	

��	�������!���!���"�!��

��#��"���������������

�����������	
�����
���	�����������	�
	����
�������� !�������������

��
���������
� � � 	 � � 
 �
#�"��#$�*�� $%����%�! �*�#��!���� �

����������	�������!#���
���������

��$%�#���&���#����������
�#����$%���%�$
�&��)�� $&#��
�'�#����)��#$��("�#�� ��

���������	���	���

��
����������	�������

�! "�������������

����������!����!!�������������#������
���	
"""���� ���� ����������������#�����������
������������������������
�����

��
�	����
��	����������
�

��������������


����

����������

����	��
���	�����������������
������
 

������������������������������������
��������������������������		�����

��������������	�������	��
����	�������
��
	������������
������

District 70 Rep Nathan Wadsworth
P. O. Box 321, Cornish, ME 04020

207-838-7451    Nathan.Wadsworth@legislature.maine.gov
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Hitting The Roads - with Construction that is...

Highway improvements are in the works for 2015. Maine’s
Department of Transportation released their Work Plan for 2015-
2016-2017 recently and even though we all hate the traffic
delays, those inconveniences results in better roads.

It is said that in Maine, we have two seasons; winter and road
construction. Well here we go! Over $24 million will be spent in
Fryeburg, Bridgton, Harrison, Brownfield and Denmark during
the 2015-2016 road construction season. Over the next two
years Route 302 will be reconstructed in two different projects,
starting in Bridgton this year and finishing in Fryeburg next year.
The condition of Route 302 has always been a topic of 

discussion as I have met folks from Bridgton and Fryeburg and there are two $10 
million reconstruction projects planned for Rte. 302 along with ditching, culvert
replacement and safety improvements. Yes the flaggers will be out but that’s a good
thing, be kind to them, they are just doing their job.

Go to www.mainedot.gov and review the projects that are planned for the next three
years. The work plan is divided by counties, so just scroll to the county and town you
are interested in. There are over $2 billion worth of projects listed in the plan for the
three year period. The 2015 projects are funded and have definite schedules but the
listings for 2016 and 2017 are subject to changes that may be needed due to 
fluctuations in funding, prices, permitting and weather conditions. The 2015 work plan
has a value of $469 million.

The Work Plan makes reference to “Light Paving”, remember, light paving is done to
just simply preserve the road for about eight years, and is planned on Rte 113 and
Rte. 5 and Fish St. in Fryeburg this year. Next year, 2016, we will finally see Rte.160
repaved. We are all tired of testing our car’s suspension on that road.

So how is Maine Department of Transportation funded, who pays the bill? There is a
30 cent per gallon tax on every gallon of gasoline sold in Maine, and there is an 
additional 18.4 cent per gallon federal excise tax. That’s 48.4 cents of tax on every
gallon of gasoline, regardless of how high or low the price fluctuates. 62% of Maine’s
spending on the highway budget comes from the tax on gasoline, not to mention the
collection of taxes on other fuels for another 7% of state highway spending. Another
quarter of the State’s share of the highway fund is from registration and other fees. If
you read the MDOT Work Plan, you will notice that there are a number of other
sources of funding for our highways, which are mostly federal dollars. 

Maine DOT is expected to spend around $308 million of State collected funds in fiscal
year 2015 to achieve their mission of “to responsibly provide our costumers the safest
and most reliable transportation system possible, given available resources.”
(MaineDOT quote)

So as the construction warning signs go up and the flaggers appear, be patient and
considerate and we will all get through this coming season of road construction.

Senator Jim Hamper
District 13

rep.hamp@gmail.com

I am pleased to have a platform such as Fryeburg
Town Matters available to me for the purpose of
providing updates on what is happening in the
House of Representatives in Augusta! 

We are getting back to work and currently have
1,514 bills in front of us. Its going to be a busy 
session. Legislative leadership has appointed me to
serve on the Energy, Utilities and Technology
Committee. Rising energy prices and alternative
energy sources are major concerns for many in
Western Maine. On this panel, the other members
and I will oversee these issues and many others.

I was elected to the Maine Legislature on the promise to represent you, the
people of District 70. To do this, I will be seeking your input regularly and want
to hear from you with your comments and concerns. Please call me anytime at
838-7451 or email at Nathan.Wadsworth@legislature.maine.gov to keep me
updated on those concerns. If you would like to be added to my email update
list, you can do so by signing up at the town office or emailing me directly with
your request.

Governor LePage Releases Biennial Budget Proposal
Governor Paul R. LePage has released details about the FY 2016/2017 
biennial budget, which contains a $300 million overall reduction in the tax 
burden for Maine families and small businesses.

In the $6.3 billion budget, the Governor is making Maine more competitive
nationally by creating an efficient, effective, and affordable government. The
cornerstone of the Governor’s budget is his tax proposal, which modernizes
Maine’s tax code, lowers top individual and corporate income tax rates,
amends the sales tax base to some services, and adjusts the sales tax rate
while at the same time offering tax credits for low-income Mainers.

According to the State Business Tax Climate Index by the Tax Foundation,
Governor LePage is the first governor to put a serious tax reform proposal up
for discussion in 2015. The Tax Foundation ranked Maine 37th before
Governor LePage took office, and then moved the State’s rank to 33rd during
his first term.

Another major component to the budget is to ensure Maine’s elderly and 
disabled receive needed care. The Governor includes more than $46 million to
fund waitlists for the disabled and elderly. An additional $22 million is allocated
to nursing homes.

Furthermore, the budget addresses the need for access to primary care and
preventative services, providing more than $14 million toward primary care
provider rates and preventative services.

Lawmakers will be deliberating the financial plan over the coming months, thus
the initiative is a work in progress and will likely be altered in various ways
based upon public feedback and bi-partisan negotiations.

My public service position is a demanding one and requires hours of my week
and much of my attention but the rewards and fulfillment I gain is worth all of it


